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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field

1 Public Hearing

The proposed activities qualify the Project under Category A and hence, the process of Public
Hearing forms a pre-requisite for obtaining Environmental Clearance under EIA Notification,
2006. As the project site is located in Dibrugarh & Tinsukia of Assam, QOil India Limited
(OIL) requested the Member Secretary of Assam State Pollution Control Board to arrange the
public hearing. Upon receipt of the request the Member Secretary selected 26" December
2016 to be the date of Public Hearing.

Along with the application OIL provided sufficient copies of Draft Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), and Executive Summery in English and Assamese to make them available
at the following places:

e The Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Dibrugarh District, Assam.

e The Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Tinsukia District, Assam.

e Ministry of Environment & Forests, Govt of India, Regional Office, Shillong

e Regional Office and Head Office of the Pollution Control Board at Dibrugarh,
Guwahati

The Draft Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) and its Executive Summery in Assamese
was also made available at Pollution Control Board Website at http://www.pcbassam.org.

Panitola is located centrally in the Khagarijan Oil and Gas block. So Public Hearing was
conducted within the premises of the Panitola Block Development Office (Chabua) near
CRPF Camp in Dibrugarh District.

On 26™ December, 2016, public hearing was chaired by Additional District Commissioner,
Mr. P. K. Das. The panel was also represented by Mr. B. K. Baruah, Additional Chief
Engineer, Pollution Control Board, Assam.

In the introductory session, Mr. B. K. Baruah, Additional Chief Engineer, Pollution Control
Board, explained the purpose of the meeting and public consultation process. He further
explained that the “Pollution Control Board of Assam” (PCB) is not the nodal agency to grant
Environmental Clearance”. PCB arranges Public hearing to create an opportunity for the
general public to express their concerns and outlook of the project. PCB convey the same to
the nodal agency “Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)”.
MOoEFCC appraises the outcome of EIA study, public concerns and outlook of “Public
Hearing” and feedback of State PCB.

On behalf of OIL, a detailed power point presentation was presented to the public as well as
district administration on large screen by Dr. B.N. Sahu, OIL’s Chief of Safety and
Environment. During the presentation, the project activity along with baseline environmental
condition of the Khagarijan oil and gas block was described in brief. It was followed by brief
discussion about the probable environmental and health and safety risk associated with the
project and technological control and mitigation measures planned or adopted to mitigate the
impact.
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After the presentation the forum was opened for discussion. Minutes of public hearing
recorded by Assam State Pollution Control Board is attached as Annex-1.1.

The concerns received during the public hearing and response provided by the project
proponent are summarized below:

Effluent Treatment: Concern were raised regarding effectiveness of mobile Effluent
Treatment Plant (ETP) and its ability to treat effluent.

Mobile ETP is efficient enough to treat the type and volume of waste water in drill site and
efficient enough to bring down t e water parameters to permissible limit (permissible by
CPCB guidelines) before releasing treated water to natural water body.

Drilling is a temporary pro ess so setting up permanent ETP is not ideal, because after drilling
is over in a particular site, the ETP is required to be shifted along with drilling rig and other
equipment’s to the new drilling site.

CSR Activity: Issue as raised by multiple speakers regarding the consistency of CSR funding
and formulation of an effective action plan for smooth execution of CSR plan.

Giving something back to the community was long in the corporate culture of OIL, in the
form of CSR, even before CSR was a legal compliance. It is generally done in the form of
Mobile Dispensary, Scholarship for meritorious student, skill development programme. Other
small scale development project in Rural Areas are also carried out with the help of district
administration. There are already few CSR programme running in the Khagarijan oil and gas
block area and new scope of CSR programme are already being appraised.

Disaster Management & Preparedness: OIL has always considered Health and Safety very
seriously and have strong and proven ‘“Disaster Management Plan” and regular safety
procedures. The primary objective of the DMP is to provide a safe, timely, effective and
coordinated response by the onsite Emergency Response Team (ERT), along with the other
local and government agencies/departments to prevent or minimize any major emergencies
that may arise from possible failures/risks viz. blow outs, oil spill, fire & explosion etc.
associated with drilling.

The Emergency Response/Crisis Management Team (ERT) to responds to fire, blow-out,
spills, accidents and technical emergencies. These teams will be made up from operations
personnel, who can be called upon 24 hours a day, supported by senior management field
personnel as and when required. The emergency response teams will receive specific training
for their roles and exercise on a regular basis. Regular drills and training are being carried
out as part of disaster preparedness.

Flaring of Gas: Issue was raised regarding flaring of gases and scope of commercial
harvesting of such gas instead of flaring. Flaring provides means of safe disposal of vapor
streams from its facilities; by burning them under controlled conditions such that adjacent
equipment or personnel are not exposed to hazards. OIL’s conformance with CPCB Flaring
Guidelines, the impact is envisaged to be of low significance. Previously 10% of the
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produced gas was flared. OIL informed that flaring has reduced from 10% to 1.5%. With
further development of technology there is a scope of further reduction of flaring.

Handling Solid Waste: It is estimated that nearly about 290 m® of drill cuttings and 6.2
m?/day of drilling wastewater and 5 m*/day waste mud are likely to be generated from each
well during drilling operation. With the project design planning taking into account
construction of HDPE lined impervious pits of capacity 800 m? each for temporary storage of
drill cuttings and 3200 m?® drilling fluid respectively and their disposal in accordance with
“CPCB Oil & Extraction Industry Standard — Guidelines for Disposal of Solid Wastes” no
significant impact to this regard is envisaged. Further with the proponent catering to the use
of water based mud the drill cuttings and waste drilling mud generated are likely to be non-
hazardous in nature.

Tea Production: As some oil and gas drill locations are located within the tea garden, concern
was raised about hampering tea production.

Though some oil and gas drill locations are located within tea garden, in comparison to the
vast extent of tea garden in Khagarijan oil & gas block, negligible portion of tea garden will
be used for oil & gas drilling activity. So oil and gas activity is not going to have any impact
on the overall tea production or quality in Khagarijan Block.

Photograph of Public Hearing for Proposed Exploratory Drilling (30 wells) in Khagarijan Oil
Gas Field, Dibrugarh & Tinsukia District, at Panitola Dev. Block Auditorium (Chabua) on
26th December, 2017
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All stakeholder concerns raised during Public Hearing have been addressed along with
necessary commitments:
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Participant Details

Comments/Concerns Raised
During Public Hearing

Response of OIL

Speaker 1

Mr. Parthat Chetia

[Local Resident & Engineering

Whether Mobile Effluent
Treatment Plant (ETP) will be
effective in treating the waste
water generated within the

Mobile ETP will be effective to
treat waste water in drill site and
efficient enough to bring down the
water parameters to permissible
limit before releasing to natural
water body.

Moreover drilling is a temporary

Student] drill site activity, so mobile ETP is
necessary because it is required to
be moved from one rig to another
rig.

OIL informed that the culture of
giving something back to the
Expressed concern about the | community runs deep in the
smooth release of CSR fund corporate culture of OIL. CSR
supposed to be created for the | was carried out by OIL even
project. before CSR was made mandatory
by law.
Speaker 2 Hoped certain percentage of | OIL had been practicing it in the

Mr. Bhaskar Chetia
[ Member of ““Yuva Mancha”,
(local youth organization)]

the royalty generated by this
project, should be spent on
local development.

form of Mobile Dispensary,
Scholarship for meritorious
student, skill development and
small scale development project in
Rural Areas.

Pointed out that PCB must
identify necessary steps to
help OIL handle waste
produced from the drill sites.

Solid waste will be handled
following Central Pollution
Control Board’s guideline, “CPCB
Oil & Extraction Industry
Standard — Guidelines for
Disposal of Solid Wastes”

Speaker 3

Mr. Deepak Borpatra Gohain
[member of “Panitola Pothar
Porisalona Samiti”]

Expressed grievance over his
past experience of
misbehavior and misconduct
from OIL’s subcontractor
working close to his village
and using road within his
village.

OIL will look into the matter and
take the necessary measures

Enquired about any action
plan or initiative for the
development of the block
area.

Will be addressed through CSR
plan
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Participant Details

Comments/Concerns Raised
During Public Hearing

Response of OIL

Speaker 4

Mr. Rasid Das
[President of BJP Tea Workers
Union]

Over all welcomed the
project, but as few well
locations are falling within
the tea garden area, was
concerned about hampering
tea production.

If there is any risk, inquired
about mitigation measures.

In comparison to the total extent
of tea garden within the Block
area, small portion of tea garden
may be used for drilling activity.
So overall tea production is not
going to be hampered.

Speaker 5

Mr. Munin Dutta
[Member of “Prastuti” an NGO]

Overall welcomed the project,
but sighting recent examples,
raised question regarding the
preparedness of OIL and
administration in handling
emergency situation like
onsite fire.

OIL has always considered Health
and Safety very seriously and
have strong and proven Disaster
Management Plan and regular
safety procedures.

He also raised concern about
flaring of gas and was
inquisitive whether the gas
can be used commercially
instead of flaring.

OIL informed that flaring has
reduced from 10% to 1.5%. With
further development of technology
there is a scope of further
reduction of flaring.

Speaker 6

Mr. Suren Murmo
[President, Gram Panchayat]

Requested OIL to fulfill the
promise of CSR and early
release of CSR fund, prior to
establishment of rigs.

CSR will be carried out with the
assistance of District
administration

Speaker 7

Mr. Haresh Gogoi
[a resident of Kharjan area]

Inquired about measures
taken to compensated for tree
cutting (if required)

OIL has taken initiative for large
scale afforestation program. For
that they will collaborate with
forest department.

Feasibility of small scale gas
based power plant for
generation of electricity for
local people.

OIL have partnered with other
companies in generating Hydro as
well as Wind Power. And in
future considering the feasibility
of Gas based small power plants.

Speaker 8

Mr. Lohit Phukan
[ Member of “All Assam Motok
Students Union]

Have proposed OIL to
increase scope of scholarship
and grants for higher
education and more measures
for development of local
community

Will considered under CSR.
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ANNEXURE 1.1: PUBLIC HEARING DOCUMENT

m T Wg Safety & Environntent Department
PO DULITAJAN- 786602,

(ST WA W 0w ) ASSAM, INDIA
o ° ° . Phone : 0374-Z800542
Oil India Limited P 0374 280178
m‘_ Email | safetygodindin in
Ref. No. S&T/E/57/81 Date: 12.01.2017
To

Director (IA Division), IA II (1)
Ministru of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan

Jorbagh Road

Aliganj,
New Delhi-110003

Sub:  Public Hearing for proposed exploratory Drilling (30 wells) in Khagorijan Oil Gas field,
Dist-Dibrugarh & Tinsukia, Assam by M/s Oil India Ltd., P.O.: Duliajan, Dist -
Dibrugarh.

Ref.:  Public Hearing held on 26,12.2016

Sir,

As per directive of Member Secretary,, Pollution Control Board, Assam, the Public Hearing for
proposed exploratory Drilling (30 wells) in Khagorijan Oil Gas field was successfully conducted
on 26.12.2016 at Panitola Development Block Auditorium, Chabua.

The following documents of Public Hearing are enclosed herewith for your kind necessary action;
L. Minutes of Public Hearing (2 copies - 1 in English and 1 in local language i.e., Assamesc)
il Attendence register copies
iii. 1ne. DVD & 1 no. CD of Public Hearing
iv.  Copy of natice published for Public Hearing

We request you to kindly consider the matter & grant EC to OIL at the earliest.
Thanking you,
With regards,

Yours faithfully
I, IA LAMITED

O\
Al
(ALK Acharya)

GM (I1SE)
For Resident Chief Executive

Encl: As stated above
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Public Hearing Minutes
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field
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Pre Drill EIA for Drilling of 30 wells at Khagarijan Field

Public Hearing Notice in Local News Paper

The Assom Tribune |
o s e e ban [

}

BAMUNIMAIDAM : GUWAHATI - 781021

PUBLIGHEA

. As per the provaion of Goveenment of India’s nedfication on Environmentst impact
Assessment did, 14/V2006. s Publc Hearlng for proposed Explaratary Deiling {30 wells)
In Khagarijan OF Gas Fieid District- Dbrugarh & Tinsuiia, Assam, by Mis. O india Lid
(OIL), Dudajan, Assam wil be conducted st the venue, data and time mentioned bekow!

Date & Timnw Venue
26" December, 2016 Panitola Dev. Block Auditorium (Chabua)
a1 12:00 Noon near CRPF Camp, Dibrugarh WMAmm- 786184
Imarasted persons of the localty including L f , RNV actwist
aroups, NGO« within the neight d of the prop project are hareby requestod 1o

anenalmmnuidMcMrinuonm.maMwnwumamtwm
el statements, suggestions, commsnts. views recorded regarding Ikely enyi !
Impact and miligetion measures If sy, Ao, they may senc av views and opinions
winin oné month from the date of putiization of ths Publc Hearng notics o the Haad
Ofmce of #w Board. ~
To krow cetails of the propossd Project, insorested public, groups eic. may GO Jjw hy.
the Executive Summiary of Draft Envie Impact A et {EIA) report@hd Draft
Envionments impact Assessment (E1A) Report avalable at the foliowing plagls:
1): The Deputy Commigsioner's Office, Ditrugarh District, Assam E
i) Distrct industry Cantra, Dibrugarh District, Assam . v
i) Presicent, Dekom Geon Panchayat, Dskom, District- Dbngath, Assam, }
| Jie} Chief Execulive Officer, Zita Farishad, Ditrugarh Disict, Assam,

vi*Mintsyy of Environment & Forests, Govt, of.Incis, Reglonal OMen Law-u-Sib
Lumbaingen, Near MTC Warkshop, Shilage-793021. .
W) Rogional Offce of the Buerd at Dibrugath, behind ASTC, Chewkidinghee, Oibrugarn.

783001, Assan
wii) The Head Office of the Bowd, Semunimai & 21

The Executive Summary of Oraf A reporn and Deaft Ervvironmerial Impect Assessment
| |(ElA) will 0 be avalgaio In tha Boar's Wabsite at http: cb org

Py

7 Sdi-
Date: 21/11)2016 Member-Secretary, e
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